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relatlvlty and other essqvs (pp. fflr-:.g8). New York: Colunbia
Universlty Press.

Quine gave earller drafbg of "Natural Kind.s" as lectures in 196?.

Naturd
Kinds

5

Wbat tends to conffrsr an in-
duction? Thls question har been aggravated on the one hand
by Hempelt grzle of the non-black non-ravens,r and eraer-
bated on tho other by Coodnen's puzzle of the grue amsl-

4d": I shall begin my reurarls by relating the oni puzzle to
the othcr, srd &G othcr to an innste flair that we havl for oat-
ural ldDds. Thco I sball devote the rest of the paFr to reflec.
tions on the natu€ of this pdion of naturd kinds and its rela-
tion to scfenc.

Heurpels puzzlc is that iust ac each blacL rarren teo& b
confrm the law &st dl rlvcor are black, so eacb greeo loef,
being a non-blecl lon-rsveD, rbould tend to conffrur the law
Lhat dl non-blgc& things 8nr troo-rwen!, tirat iq egala tbst dl
rayeru are bladg Wbat lr pandodcal Ir that i groco lcaf
should ouot toqnrd the law that dl rayens are blsclc

,.r C.-G..HcopcI, @!_t! W Explonaua ad Otlu Emye
(N-cw Yo*: Fre Prer., fg65), p. li.

,, Nckoo Coodns!, Faa, Ftatot atrrd Forccaa (Crmbddgc, Mr*,
1945, or New YorL: Bobbc-MGrdtl lg(F), p. T{ I em ftdUta t"
Godman end to Burton Drcbco fc hclpful &iuctor of earlicr &aftr
of the present paper.
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138 | Natural Kinds

sciene would only qualify for recognition and cl^..i6cation
under such a plan when it had metured to tbc point of dearing
up its similarity notion. Such brarrcbes of scicoce would qualify
further as unlfled, or tntegratd iloto orrr indusive systenatiz.-
tion of nature, only insofar as their serreral dmihrity @ncepts
were compatiblc; e,p,ble of meshin& that 4 and difrering
only in the 6neness of tbeir discriminations.

Disposition terms aod subiunctive condidonals in tb€s€
areas, u'here suitable s€ns€s of similarity end kind are forth-
coming, suddcnly turn respectabb; respectable aod, in princi-
ple, superfluous. In otlrer domains they remain disreputable
and practically indispensable. They may be sc.'en perhaps as
unredecmed notes; the theory that would clear up the unana-
lyzed underlying similarity notion in such cases is still to com€.
An example is the disposition called intelligence-tbe ability,
vaguely speaking, to learn quickly and to solve problems.
Sometime, n'hether in terms of proteins or colloi& or nene
nets or overt behavior, the relevant branch of science may
reach the stage where a similarity notion ca" be constructed
capable of making even the notion of intelligencc respectable.
And super8uous.

In general we can take it as a very special mark of tbe matu-
rity of a branch of science that it no bnger needs ar lrre
ducible notion of similarity and kind. It is that 8"al stage
where the animal vesdge ls wholly absorbcd into the tbeory.In
this career of tbe similarity notion, starting in its innate phase,
developing over the years in the light of acrumulated erperi-
ence, passing then from the inhritive phase into theoredcal
slmllarlty, and ffnally disappearing altogethea we have I para-
digm of the evolution of unrearcn into sciencr.


